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meets
an idol
Kirby Burkholder
gives 14-year-old the
surprise of his life

$1.4 million trail
slated for December
completion
blair rosen / the breeze

Pathway to provide safer travel options for students getting to and from campus
By chris kent
The Breeze

In an effort to present a safer and more
eco-conscious environment, JMU, in partnership with Harrisonburg, is unveiling a
new bike path that will provide students
who live near Pheasant Run a quicker and
safer commute to school.
The Bluestone Trail is the first phase in
an attempt to revamp the pedestrian and
cyclist paths in Harrisonburg.
The trail is expected to stretch from the
corner of Beery Road and Stone Spring
Road to the corner of Hillside Avenue and
Port Republic Road. This addition is a part
of the city’s final plan to create a continuous path that would connect the northern
part of the city to the southern, according
to Thanh Dang, a public works coordinator
for the city of Harrisonburg.
Originally part of a plan proposed to
the city council in 2010 by the Shenandoah Valley Bicycle Coalition, the Bicycle and

Pedestrian Plan is being put into action
when ground breaking starts for the Bluestone Trail this month, according to Dang.
“The Bluestone trail serves not just for
transportation, but for recreation too … It
is part of the transportation network,” Dang
said. “From the recreational perspective,
there are a lot of individuals and maybe
even families who want to take their kids
to ride bikes, or whoever they may be, just
for fun. They are not trying to get anywhere,
but it is good exercise.”
The trail is being funded through a
variety of sources. The first phase, which
runs from Stone Spring Road to Butler
Street, costs $1,072,417 and is being funded through the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation, Virginia
Department of Transportation and city
funds. The other section of the trail, which
runs from Butler Street to Port Republic
Road, costs $350,687 and is being funded
by JMU and the city.
On campus, pedestrian and cyclist

safety is taken very seriously, according
to Lee Eshelman, the JMU transportation
demand manager. In the past few years
JMU has been looking into how foot traffic can be improved, both for safety and
speed. To collect precise data on the patterns of traffic, faculty members created
the JMU Moves phone application.
JMU Moves is an application that allows
users to activate a GPS that follow s their
paths and plots the data of that path. With
this collected data, JMU is able to deduce
the most trafficked routes on campus, and
design pathways to accommodate them.
Using the data from this application, trouble spots around campus can be found.
One dangerous hot spot is the Village hill,
where bikers are known to fly down at high
speeds.
Yet traffic on campus is very manageable.
With the ability to close off the campus from
outside traffic, JMU limits the flow of traffic
see trail, page 4

softball 38-13

Dukes trump Delaware
JMU wins it all during its three-game weekend series against the Blue Hens

By wayne epps jr.
The Breeze

Imagine being a middle-school kid
gearing up to compete in one of your
own sports, when you’re surprised by
one of your favorite athletes.
It might seem like a dream scenario
for most kids, but it became a reality
for 14-year-old Milton Dandridge Jr. of
Bridgewater. A longtime JMU women’s
basketball fan, Milton, or MJ for short,
was amazed to see now former JMU
guard Kirby Burkholder walking up to
meet him at his track meet Tuesday.
“[I was] shocked, very shocked,” MJ
said. “I was shocked that I didn’t know
she was going to come.”
The groundwork for the surprise
was laid in mid-February at JMU’s
first spring Adapted Sports Day when
MJ, a participant in the event, met
Samantha Powell, a junior accounting
major and volunteer. Call it fate, but
MJ and Powell’s meeting happened
by chance. Powell was originally
paired with another athlete who never
showed up.
The two sat next to each other and
ended up hitting it off. They hung
out for the rest of the two-day event,
attending a Friday night women’s
basketball game before a Saturday
filled with volleyball, basketball and
demonstrations. But MJ still didn’t
get one wish that weekend — to meet
Burkholder.
“I know MJ was real disappointed
on Saturday that it wasn’t the women’s basketball team that came to
work with us, it was the women’s volleyball team,” Powell said, laughing.
“He was like, ‘Yeah, it’s cool, but why
didn’t the basketball team come?’
Because he really wanted to meet
Kirby.”
But the roots of a friendship
between Powell and MJ were planted.
“It was really cool that we made that
connection, we clicked,” Powell said.
“I’m really grateful for that program.”
After the event was over, Powell
mailed pictures she took to Dandridge’s
parents. The act impressed them, and
that kicked off a continuing relationship between Powell and the
Dandridges; over the next several
weeks, MJ and his father, Milton Dandridge Sr., kept Powell up-to-date on
MJ’s progress in school and in track.
see surprise, page 12

courtesy of samantha powell

Kirby Birkholder and Milton Dandridge Jr.
spent the day together at his track meet
on Tuesday, where she surprised him.

matt schmachtenberg / the breeze

The Dukes celebrate first baseman Cassidy Clayton’s walk-off single in the bottom of the seventh inning to give JMU a 7-6 win over visiting Delaware Sunday afternoon.
By richard bozek
The Breeze

Yesterday afternoon, softball faced off against
the University of Delaware in the final matchup of
its three-game weekend series at a packed Veterans
Memorial Park. The Dukes held Delaware scoreless and winless through Saturday’s doubleheader,
winning both games 10-0 and 7-0 respectively.
Despite the easy wins, the Dukes found themselves in a nail-biter on Sunday, winning in
walk-off fashion.
Yesterday also marked Senior Day for JMU.
Before the game, the graduating players of both
the Dukes and Blue Hens were honored. Four
seniors made up the senior class for the JMU team
this season — pitcher Brittany Jeans, utility player
Catherine Clavin, outfielder Cassidy Clayton and
infielder Caitlin Sandy. Over four years, the seniors
played 371 games with a .636 winning percentage,
making them the winningest class in program history. The squad’s seniors each played major roles
in the yesterday’s win.

“In all of my years of coaching, this is one of the
best team wins I have seen,” head coach Mickey
Dean said. “We had to continuously fight back
from the first inning to the seventh.”
The Blue Hens jumped out of the starting gates
early in the contest, taking an early 2-0 after the
top of the first inning. With two outs, Delaware
freshman short stop Sarah Bencivenga blasted a
two-run home run over the right field fence off of
Dukes sophomore pitcher Jailyn Ford.
After both teams went three up and three down
in the second inning, Delaware tallied another run
on the scoreboard in the top of the third. Bencivenga drove in her third run of the day after an RBI
single to right field.
In the bottom of the third inning the Dukes put
themselves on the scoreboard for the first time
thanks to sophomore infielder Hannah Hayes, who
brought home Jeans with an RBI single to right.
Led by some of the seniors, the Dukes found
more offense in the fourth inning. Ford led off the
bottom of the inning with a walk, followed by a
Sandy single and a Clayton walk. This left the bases

loaded for Catherine Clavin, who delivered with a
blooper in between the pitcher and second baseman, good enough for a 2-RBI single.
But the Blue Hens took the lead again in the top
of the sixth inning. Bencivenga rocketed her second home run of the day over the left field fence,
this time off of Dukes junior pitcher Heather Kiefer
who came in to pitch as relief in the fourth inning.
The damage wasn’t done just yet, though. Delaware junior right fielder Jessica Grisler brought in
two more runs with a single up the middle before
the half inning was over, giving the Blue Hens a
6-3 lead.
JMU managed to earn one run in the bottom
of the inning. Sandy led off with a double, then
was brought home by her fellow senior Clayton
on a double up the middle. However, the Dukes
couldn’t produce anything else after that for the
rest of the inning.
In the top of the seventh, freshman Kelly Wishard came in to pitch in relief for the Dukes,
see softball, page 11
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South Korean
premier resigns
after ferry accident
Deutsche Presse-Agentur

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea’s
prime minister offered his resignation
Sunday to take responsibility for criticism over the government’s response to
the sinking of a ferry that killed nearly
300 people.
“The right thing for me to do is to take
responsibility and resign,” Chung Hongwon said 11 days after one of the nation’s
worst maritime disasters.
The ferry sank April 16 en route to
the southern resort island of Jeju from
Incheon, west of Seoul.
More than 180 people have been
confirmed dead so far, most of them
teenaged students who were on a
field trip. More than 110 others are still
missing.
All 15 senior crew members including the captain have been charged with
negligence. They are accused of failing to
help passengers escape to safety when
the ferry sank two hours after issuing a
distress call.
Divers were still working at the wreck
site on the weekend. The number of bodies recovered rose to 187 Saturday, but
efforts to find the 115 people still missing

were made difficult by strong currents
and poor visibility.
Emergency crews said they believe
most of the dead were trapped in the
ship’s cabins. Fears that some bodies
might have floated free of the wreck
prompted authorities to deploy more
ships and expand the search area to a
radius of 60 kilometers (37 miles) from
the accident site, broadcaster KBS
reported.
The Sewol ferry was carrying 476 people when it tipped on its side and sank
off the southwestern coast. The cause
remains unknown. The number of rescued stood at 174.

Date set for Afghan
presidential runoff
Los Angeles Times

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Afghan
presidential race is set for a June
runoff between former foreign minister Abdullah Abdullah and former
World Bank economist Ashraf Ghani,
according to official results released
Saturday.
The preliminary tally showed
Abdullah winning nearly 45 percent of
the 6.9 million votes cast, and Ghani,
31.5 percent. Election officials will
examine hundreds of reports of voting irregularities before issuing final
results on May 14, but the allegations

didn’t appear widespread enough to
change the results substantially — or
to give Abdullah the absolute majority
needed to avoid a runoff.
The two men, both polished technocrats well known to the international
community, had been regarded as the
favorites in the April 5 election. Both
have pledged to sign a security agreement that would allow some U.S.
troops to remain in Afghanistan
beyond the end of 2014, a strategic
priority for the Obama administration.
Abdullah’s margin was about
900,000 votes, but experts believe
he could be at a disadvantage in the
runoff due to his ethnic background,
which is half Tajik. Afghanistan’s
largest ethnic group, the Pashtuns,
may coalesce around Ghani, who is
Pashtun.
Abdullah has tried to reach out to
the other presidential candidates —
all Pashtuns — to win endorsements
that could push him over the top, but
Afghanistan has not had a non-Pashtun leader in modern times.
Hamid Karzai, who was constitutionally barred from seeking a third
presidential term, has remained neutral in the election. Abdullah, who
finished second to Karzai in the fraudmarred 2009 election, is one of the
incumbent president’s harshest critics
— particularly his combative stance
toward the United States — and has
signaled he would be a closer ally in

the fight against the Taliban.
The man believed to be Karzai’s preferred successor, his longtime advisor
Zalmai Rassoul, finished a distant
third with 11.5 percent of the vote.
Election officials said the runoff
would take place June 7.

Zimbabwe
opposition suspends
leader Tsvangirai
Deutsche Presse-Agentur

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zimbabwe’s main opposition said Saturday
it was suspending its leader, former
prime minister Morgan Tsvangirai for
“abandoning democracy.”
The decision was taken by the
national council of the Movement for
Democratic Change, the party’s highest decision-making body.
Tsvangirai’s opponents within the
party had criticized him for losing
several elections to President Robert
Mugabe, to whom he was the only
credible challenger for years.
The MDC will now be placed under
control of elders and veterans, who
will prepare the election of a new
leadership, the national council said.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune
wire services.

National news
With no federal water,
pot growers could be
left high and dry
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Newly licensed marijuana
growers in Washington state may find themselves
without a key source of water just as spring planting gets underway.
Federal officials say they’ll decide quickly whether the U.S. government can provide water for the
growers or whether doing so would violate the
federal Controlled Substances Act, which makes
possession of the drug illegal.
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, which controls
the water supply for two-thirds of Washington state’s
irrigated land, is expected to make a decision by
early May, and perhaps as soon as this week, said
Dan DuBray, the agency’s chief spokesman.
The ruling will mark another key test for the
Obama administration, which again will decide how
far it will go in allowing the state to bypass federal
law with its experimental plan to license growers
and sell pot for recreational use.

The government’s decision also will affect growers in Colorado — the only other state to fully
legalize marijuana — but would likely have limited
impact there because Colorado allows only indoor
pot farms.
While the administration so far has done nothing
to block either state, some local officials predict the
Bureau of Reclamation is sure to rule that the water
cannot be used on marijuana plants, since the drug
has been banned by Congress.
“I’m almost certain that’s what they’re going to
tell us,” said Scott Revell, district manager for the
Roza Irrigation District in Washington state, which
contracts with the federal agency to provide water to
roughly 72,000 acres in the Yakima Valley.

Tea party opponents
challenging GOP
freshmen in Ohio
Akron Beacon Journal

AKRON, Ohio — The Republican Party is in
the midst of a civil war, and two key battles are
being fought.
Two GOP freshmen who have connections to

the civility movement are under fire from tea party
opponents, one over federal policy on spending
and health care, and the other over social issues,
among them gay marriage and abortion.
U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce, whose 14th District
includes the northeast quarter of Summit County and much of the state to the north and east,
will be challenged in the May 6 Republican Primary by State Rep. Matt Lynch. Lynch is backed
by FreedomWorks, a tea party-supporting conservative action group.
Joyce has the backing of the Main Street Partnership, founded by his predecessor, moderate
Republican Steve LaTourette, who left Congress
disgusted with the partisan rancor.
State Sen. Frank LaRose, in Ohio’s 27th District,
represents much of western and northern Summit
County, all of Wayne and western Stark County.
A leader of a bipartisan legislative civility effort
in Ohio and known for collaborating with Democrats on legislation, he faces first-time candidate
Caleb Davenport. Davenport is campaigning on
a pro-life, pro-marriage, pro-business agenda.
Both sides see the two races as nothing less
than determining the future of the party, especially with tea party candidates also running for
Republican State Central Committee seats against
party-faithful candidates.

Large regions of US
under threat of severe
storms, tornadoes
Los Angeles Times

Severe storms are expected to develop across the
Southern and Central Plains on Saturday night and
Sunday, according to the National Weather Service.
Damaging winds, large hail and even tornadoes
are possible through Sunday in eastern Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and southern Missouri,
the government weather agency reported.
The extreme weather is expected to shift east on
Monday and into the mid and lower Mississippi
Valley. Flooding is also a possibility in parts of the
Mississippi and Tennessee valleys.
The forecast comes after powerful thunderstorms
and at least one reported tornado that raked the
northern part of North Carolina. Beaufort, Chowan, Greene, Halifax, Pasquotank and Perquimans
counties were affected by the storm.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune wire
services.
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Playing with professor pay

In Brief
Harrisonburg

Faculty Senate discusses salary and benefits during state budget showdown

HFD and police offer
safety demonstration
Dozens of Harrisonburg residents
gathered at the Dream Come True
playground on Saturday for an inaugural Safe Kids Day, according to the
The Daily News-Record.
At the event, children of all ages were
given the opportunity to meet local
police officers, get in the front seat of
police cruisers and learn about safety.
Police officers were also performing
safety seat checks to ensure children
are safely fastened into cars.
“We’re trying to prevent childhood
injuries,” said Lt. Wanda Willis of the
Harrisonburg Fire Department.
For some of the kids, however, this
experience was more than about safety.
“I want to be a cop,” said 4-year-old
Britney Kerley, who believed the event
was truly a dream come true.
The event was part of Safe Kids Day
which is put together by the Harrisonburg police and fire departments,
Central Shenandoah Valley Safe Kids
Coalition, Sentara RMH Medical Center and The Gus Bus.

Cell tower construction
recieves backlash

By Samantha ellis
The Breeze

The school year is winding down and most
JMU students are eagerly looking forward to
summer break, but there is still plenty for faculty
members and administrators to do in preparation for the fall.
On Thursday, members of JMU’s Faculty Senate met for their last meeting of the academic
year. Approximately 35 faculty members were in
attendance, and the meeting began with elections for the upcoming school year. Each officer
was elected without opposition.
The meeting then transitioned to include more
controversial matters, discussing the implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act for adjunct professors at the university.

“Right now the Senate and
the House of Delegates
are putting on their poker
faces, but I don’t think they’ll
let the government shut
down the way the federal
[government] did in October.”
Steve Harper

Professor of engineering
and chairman of the Faculty
Senate Budget Committee

AT&T decided to back away from its
proposal to build a cell phone tower
near Sentara Rockingham Memorial
Hospital Medical Center.
According to The Daily NewsRecord, residents of Harrisonburg
and Sentara RMH officials have serious concerns over the tower.
While RMH claimed that the tower
would get in the way of helicopters,
neighbors were concerned about how
it would affect property value.
Shentel, an Internet provider,
requested to put in a 180-foot monopole near an existing tower owned by
the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Emergency Communications Center.
For now, Shentel’s request has been
tabled.

The law states that a part-time employee must
work 1,500 hours per year in order to be eligible
for health benefits. According to Jerry Benson,
provost and senior vice president for academic affairs, while easy to calculate for traditional
wage workers, it is more difficult for employees who do much of their work outside of the
classroom.
“The way we’ve worked — it is for every one
hour that is spent in class, there are two hours
spent outside of it. This amounts to nine hours
for one three-credit class,” Benson said. This
means that in order to be eligible for health benefits, a part-time professor would have to teach
at least 10 three-credit classes during the year.
Blair rosen / the breeze

see senate, page 4

Local restaurant set ablaze
Recent trend of cigarette-ignited mulch fires causes damage to multiple buildings in Harrisonburg
By erin flynn
The Breeze

Megan Trindell / The Breeze

O’Neill’s Grill, located on University Boulevard, suffered thousands of dollars in damage after the Harrisonburg
Fire Department responded to a fire caused by a cigarette that was thrown into a pile of mulch.

A fire that caused between $5,000 and
$10,000 in damages at O’Neill’s Grill began
with the lighting of a cigarette.
At 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 80 of O’Neill’s
customers and staff were forced to evacuate
when smoke was seen near the front door,
according to Jessica Eiriksson, a junior elementary education major at Old Dominion
University, who was also working as manager
that night.
“We [the staff ] took out two fire extinguishers and started trying to spray into the wall
because you couldn’t see the fire at all — it
was just smoke,” Eiriksson said. “So, we tried
spraying the wall and it seemed like we kept
putting it out, but since it was so windy, it just
kept reactivating the flames … The flames just
kept getting worse. And we got two pitchers of
water and tried pouring water in it.”
When they realized that their tactics weren’t
working, everyone evacuated the restaurant
and two police officers, who were already
at the scene, called the Harrisonburg Fire
Department.
A fire truck, which had just responded to
another fire in Copper Beech Townhomes,
arrived two or three minutes later, according
to Fire Chief Larry Shifflett.
The fire that took place at Copper Beech was
also a mulch fire that was supposedly the result
of a discarded cigarette, according to an article
in The Daily News-Record.
According to Deputy Fire Chief Ian Bennett,
the Copper Beach fire was quickly contained
and led to about $2,500 in damages.
Shifflett explained that the fire at O’Neill’s
was near the crawl space beneath the floor
of its foyer, and because of the fire’s location,
damage was done to the front of the building.
He said that in order to get to the fire, the
floor of the foyer area had to be removed, one
of the foyer’s wall had to be disassembled and
a corner beam was taken out.
Despite the amount of work that it took to
get to the fire’s location, firefighters contained
it within 30 minutes of their arrival.
Once it was under control, they had to create a temporary support beam so that the
building wouldn’t collapse.
This, along with containing the fire and
checking the exposure, took about two hours.

While Eiriksson and Shifflett agree that
the firefighters were efficient, others, including Kyle Black, a Harrisonburg resident and
former volunteer firefighter, believes that the
the tactics of O’Neill’s staff could have been
improved.
“I do hope that they try and open back
up but they definitely need to rethink their
emergency protocol,” said Black, who was
celebrating his birthday the night of the fire.
Because of the damage, O’Neill’s will be
closed until May 6, at least, according to
Eiriksson.
However, the fire and the two hours that
firefighters spent there could have easily been
prevented. According to Shifflett, a cigarette
that was flicked into the dry mulch near the
building’s front porch caused the fire.
While flicking cigarette remains on the
ground is a common habit, Shifflett warns
against these practices.
“We have lost at least three apartment buildings in Harrisonburg because of mulch fires,”
Shifflett said.
Another building that was grazed by a fire
included the Chestnut Ridge apartment fire
that took place on April 10 and forced over 20
people out of their homes.
Instead of flicking a cigarette on the ground,
he emphasized that smokers should make sure
that their cigarette is out.
“People just need to realize that there are
consequences — or that there can be drastic
consequences when they just flip a cigarette
wherever they are. It doesn’t take the two seconds to throw your cigarette down and step on
it, and make sure that the fire is out,” Shifflett
said. “In this case, there was an ashtray within
a couple of feet of where these people were
smoking … It happens everyday, but people
just need to stop and think about the consequences of what they do.”
As the weather warms and the ground
dries, the risks of fires begin to increase, and
businesses have taken measures to prevent
possible damage from fires.
By replacing mulch, which is susceptible to
ignition during the warm season, with other
resilient alternatives like stones and pebbles,
fires could be less likely to occurr, according
to Bennet.
contact Erin Flynn at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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trail | Pathway will make JMU and Harrisonburg a safer place for cyclists

Sabrina McCormick / The Breeze

The Bluestone Trail will go from Stone Spring Road to the entrance to JMU’s campus on Port Republic Road.

from front

on campus. For Jeffrey Tang, assistant dean of the College of Integrated Science and Engineering, the barricaded entrances to
campus have improved his commute.
“I think that it dramatically changes what it is like to bike through
those areas because I biked there before it was closed off and there
were always cars around. And even though they are not going that
fast, you have to be a pretty confident cyclist in order to manage
them,” said Tang.
During the school week, JMU only allows those with special passes to get past barriers. This puts a limited amount of cars on the road
and usually it is the buses that are on the campus streets at this time.

Ground view for the markers where the Bluestone trail will cut through the current path in Purcell Park.

Compared to cars, Tang thinks that buses, although big and
scary, open up the roads more because there are less of them than
cars. Limiting the amount of traffic on campus is one step toward
improving safety for pedestrians and cyclists alike. But Chris Bell,
a freshman ISAT major, believes more can be done.
“The lack of bike lanes definitely is a problem. People drive
around, especially on the weekends, they are trying to get places
and everyone is in a rush. So when I am out trying to have a ride, it
is always a risk when I go out,” Bell said.
According to Dang, the city is working on this project as quickly
as it can, but is still looking for grants and donations to help with
funding. For the 1.1 mile long Bluestone Trail is set to be completed
in December 2014, according to the city’s Bicycle and Pedestrian

Subcommittee.
Though paving roads is just half the battle for improving biker
safety, both Dang and Eshelman agree that there has to be some
implementation of education classes in Harrisonburg being taught
by certified instructors.
“There is definitely a demand for the classes,” said Dang. “Right
now we are looking to reformat our classes to make them more
accessible. Right now we are teaching a class that is nine hours long.”
Tang also hopes to create a library of electric bikes that can be
rented out for people interested in cycling who lack the funds to
buy a bike.
Contact Chris Kent at kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.

Senate | Student voice lobbies faculty to work with textbook publishers

Holly warfiled / The Breeze

Josh Humphries, a Student Government Association senator and sophomore political science major, spoke during the Faculty Senate meeting about the rising costs of textbooks that are required for classes.
from page 3

Steve Harper, professor of engineering and
chairman of the budget committee, then took
the floor to address concerns regarding the lack
of state budget.
“Right now the Senate and the House of Delegates are putting on their poker faces, but I don’t
think they’ll let the government shut down the
way the federal [government] did in October,”
Harper said.
He noted that the gridlock should not affect
most of the faculty, who are paid according to a
10-month contract. However, those on 12-month
contracts could be impacted since they are paid

monthly, meaning they could lose money if a budget has not been approved by the time the current
budget expires on June 30.
The meeting then transitioned to more studentcentered matters when student representative to
the Faculty Senate and sophomore political science major Josh Humphries was given the floor
to discuss his concerns regarding textbook prices.
“It’s not a secret that textbook prices are insane.
For one class I had to buy seven, and with all the
snow days, three of them won’t even be used.
That’s $150 that I lost there alone,” Humphries
said.
He had several ideas for resolving the issue,
such as working more closely with textbook

manufacturers, but Faculty Senate members
expressed apprehension. They noted that textbook
purchases are an important source of revenue for
the university, and that any changes to the current
system would come with consequences.
“The truth is there’d be backlash from students
as well,” David Daniel, a psychology professor who
worked alongside Humphries, said. “They make
money off of this, asking their parents to buy
them these textbooks and then keeping whatever money they get for reselling it.”
In earlier meetings, Humphries proposed a
cap on the number of books a professor could
request for the coming semester, but later decided it would do more harm than good.

“Professors deserve to have autonomy within
the classroom, so my goal isn’t to reduce faculty autonomy, but rather to find a middle ground
between the number of required texts, making
sure that the texts are being utilized, while still
being cognizant of the financial implications in
requiring a multitude of books,” Humphries said.
The best solution for achieving that middle
ground, Humphries believes, is having a faculty representative from each department consult
directly with the publishing companies in hopes
of saving students money.
contact Samantha Ellis at
ellissl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Jessica Williams | in plain English

‘Trigger warnings’ don’t help
Professors alerting students of graphic material beforehand won’t prepare them for the real world

Amanda Ellison | the breeze

I’m terrified of
mascots, but if I
forced JMU to send
a warning email
before the Duke
Dog stepped foot
on campus, people
would have a
conniption. Colleges
can’t tiptoe around

people’s fears.
However, that’s exactly what one
student at the University of California
Santa Barbara is trying to do. Bailey
Loverin wants professors to give students
warnings before covering “graphic
material that could cause flashbacks in
those who had been sexually assaulted,
survived war or suffered other traumas,”
according to The Huffington Post. What
would that include?
Books, essays, poems, pictures in
textbooks — anything students view as
a possible “trigger warning,” and I’m
willing to bet that’s at least 60 percent of
material taught and discussed in college
classes. Some of the best literature
involves “graphic material.”
There’s also the issue of what happens
after the trigger warning is issued. Are
students going to be able to skip class

whenever they want because they’re
afraid of possible triggers? If Loverin
thinks her fellow students aren’t going to
take advantage of this as an excuse to get
out of coming to class, she’s naïve. On
the other hand, if the student is required
to come to class but allowed to leave the
room before the professor covers the
material, it’s going to draw attention to
the student and cause others to question
what happened to them. Is that really
helping anything?
“What I have heard from a lot of
people who don’t fully understand the
issue is, ‘Life is life. You are going to get
your feelings hurt and you should just
suck it up and meet it head-on,’” Loverin,
19, told The Huffington Post. “But a girl
just raped a month ago and sitting in a
classroom for the first time again isn’t
ready to face that head-on.”
That’s understandable, but there are
plenty of resources available for women
who have been sexually assaulted that
don’t draw attention to them or disrupt
the classroom.
We should focus more on supporting
those who have had traumatic
experiences. They need to be prepared
to deal with triggers in the outside world,
which is not going to cater to their fears,

rather than encouraging them to avoid
the issue forever.
Laurie Essig, an associate professor at
Vermont’s Middlebury College, thinks
the idea of trigger warnings is ridiculous.
She told The Huffington Post “I’m
treating college students like the adults
they are, and institutions increasingly
treat college students like medicalized
children.”
And that’s essentially what trigger
warnings would do — treat students like
children who don’t know how to survive
without special help. This isn’t the 1950s.
I’m not trying to hand out cigars and
say, “Suck it up,” but if you avoid every
subject that makes you uncomfortable,
how are you going to survive in the
outside world? Everyone has to face his
or her fears.
It’s what makes us stronger. There
are bigger problems to deal with. In
fact, instead of spending time avoiding
triggers, we should be trying to prevent
sexual assault and violence that causes
trauma in the first place.
Jessica Williams is a senior writing,
rhetoric and technical communication
and English double major. Contact
Jessica at willi3jd@dukes.jmu.edu.

An “I’m-already-out-ofdining” pat to the girl in Festival
who bought my pretzels and
hummus!
From someone who really
needed a study snack.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “thank-you-for-making-myweek” pat to the professors who
unexpectedly change their final
exams from being cumulative to
non-cumulative.
From a senior who wants to
enjoy the last two weeks of being
an undergrad and now has a
slightly less stressful finals week.
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The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “thanks-for-makingcampus-look-so-good” pat
to JMU’s Facilities Management
for giving us the most attractive
campus ever.
From a student who used
to work in landscaping and
appreciates good work when he
sees it.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.

An “I’m-really-going-to-missyou” pat to the 2014 Adult Human
Resources Development Program
cohorts.
From someone who is proud
of making it through the past two
years as a family.
A “thanks-for-being-myhome” pat to the JMU Debate
team.
From a senior who will miss this
lovable group of nerds.

A “do-you-even-know-whatthe-Triple-Crown-is” dart
to all the people who think the
Foxfield Spring Races are just a
Lilly Pulitzer and Vineyard Vines
chug-a-thon.
From a junior who isn’t exactly
enthusiastic about horses, but
is annoyed by people who use
anything as an opportunity to get
drunk in the afternoon and wear a
straw hat.
A “for-the-love-of-godplease-watch-where-you-aregoing” dart to the woman who
walked straight into me while
looking at her phone and then
walked on by without apologizing.
From a cell phone user
who knows how to look up
occasionally.

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

Editor-In-Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Cassidy
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IJ Chan
NEWS EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William Mason
News Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Erin Flynn
Assistant News Editor . . . . . . .Patrick Mortiere
OPINION EDITOR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Corey Tierney

|
Petty for your thoughts

Rachel Petty

Selfies are
ruining us
I’m sure you’ve
all heard or heard
of the infamous
song “#SELFIE”
by The Chainsmokers. This in
itself sounds like
a joke to me. First
of all, the song
has a hashtag in
its name, and the nasally voice sounds
more like an annoying valley girl than
a chain smoker to me, but that’s another story. The sad reality is, the lyrics of
this song are portraying what society is
becoming.
If you haven’t had the luxury of hearing this song, it’s more or less a girl
going through “first-world problems,”
and insisting on taking a selfie in every
situation. If you look around, selfies are
abundant. Not only are they prevalent,
but phones are also everywhere. It’s
hard to come across two people sitting down for lunch without at least
one of them whipping out their phone
to check their hair. It’s so easy to slide
the front screen of an iPhone up and
make faces at yourself in the camera.
Perhaps The Chainsmokers wanted to give society a message — what
we’re doing is ridiculous. Sure, selfies
are a convenient way to take a picture,
but what happened to face-to-face
interaction? Do we really need to be
snapchatting at all times or taking a
selfie with our meals? The answer is
no. With all the technology in today’s
society, we are losing sight of what
truly matters: meaningful human
interaction.
Some of you may be thinking, “Oh
please, it’s only a selfie, or a text, or a
tweet.” But take a look around: if everyone is sucked into their cellphone or
tablet, they’re missing all the amazing
things that are happening. Instead of
snapping a selfie with the sunset, enjoy
its beauty with your phone aside. Rather than worrying about whether you
“should go with XX Pro or Valencia” for
your Instagram photo, enjoy the time
you’re spending with your friends.
People feel the need to know what’s
going on in everyone else’s lives at
every point in time. Even as I write
this, I find myself scrolling through
my Instagram feed. We (or most of us)
are guilty of getting sucked into technology, which is sad when you think
about it. Sure, the times are changing,
but that does not mean we should rid
ourselves of face-to-face communication and activities that don’t require
selfies. You don’t need to be up-todate on everyone’s meals and places
they’re going.
So the next time you go to pick up
your phone, think about whether or
not you truly need to take that selfie (or
check that email, or send that tweet). Is
it a memorable moment with friends,
or are you simply trying to impress others with your duck face?
Rachel Petty is a freshman media
arts and design major. Contact
Rachel at pettyrb@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Corey Tierney | media mogul

JMU should make local service mandatory
Students and community would benefit from a class or program that presents outreach opportunities
Pop quiz: Which is more rewarding, a C
in an oceanography class or completing 100
hours of community service? I’d like to hope
with whatever shred of optimism I have left
after this semester that most would choose the
latter. So if one is better than the other, why is
JMU forcing the former on us?
I’m not here to bash the General Education
program, though. In fact, I’m a pretty strong
advocate for everyone getting a well-rounded
education regardless of whether or not they think it’s necessary.
The problem, however, is with respect to the word “general.” Why
do we have to take a subtopic science class on top of a lab science?
Why do we have to take a humanities course along with an English
one? Why are we (potentially) taking history twice with GHIST 101
and GHIST 225? I feel like the word “general” should be less about
quantity and more about quality. Again, I’m not on a GCOM speech
rampage about having to take too many classes, but am rather offering a solution — mandatory volunteer hours.
Think about The Big Event. Once a year, clubs, fraternities, sororities, FrOG groups, etc. come together to take on the problems of
Harrisonburg and make a difference. Even if it was only created to
“make up” for Springfest, what comes out of it is nothing short of
spectacular. The downfall is that it creates such a false high. All these
people who are used to day drinking or over-studying in the library
on Saturday are suddenly feeling like Mother Teresa. Two and a
half hours of petting cats or picking up trash suddenly constitutes
enough service to cover the next 364 days. Imagine what it would
be like to have that feeling of selflessly bettering the community at
countless times throughout your college career.
Joining a service-driven organization over a year ago was one of
the best decisions I have made so far at JMU. Whether it is keeping
our adopted street clean, cooking and serving meals for the less fortunate or any other project, it’s a time where I can de-stress with a
purpose and realize that I’m not just here to receive a degree. I have
learned that college is not about doing whatever you can, but rather
about making a positive impact on whatever you do, and doing so
with the people who make a positive impact on you.
I’ll stop myself before this starts to turn into an application for
Hallmark greeting card writer, but you can see my point here. Service has influenced me more than any subtopic GenEd course ever
has. JMU could follow suit and easily make a class for how to get
involved in the community. It would essentially be a mandatory
course (like GWRTC 103) that embodies what The Big Event does
wonderfully each year. While religious, Liberty University does
exactly this since its founding in 1971, with two courses that require
community service hours.
GCOM is proof of how this could work at JMU; we receive Microsoft Office certification training in the classroom, which is then
administered through a test we must take. Why not do the same
with service? Students could learn about opportunities within Harrisonburg, and then complete a signed hours sheet that is then
graded by a professor.
This idea has flexibility as well, with the ability to be as detached
as the university likes. It could be a three credit class that you “take”
senior year, but doesn’t meet and is simply handing the hours sheet
you completed throughout your time at JMU to the “professor” of
the course. It could even be done through your adviser and attached
to your graduation application. The options are seemingly endless.

Letter to the Editor

First aid should be a General
Education requirement
In recent years, JMU has vigorously pursued student wellness
education. From Dukes Step Up! and AlcoholEdu during 1787
August Orientation to GenEd health requirements, it is apparent that JMU cares for students by educating them for real-life
situations. However, is JMU missing a key component of student
wellness by neglecting to teach mandatory first-aid training?

First-aid training would not only
benefit individuals, but would aid in
the creation of a prepared, educated
student community as a whole.
JMU has emphasized student resources for stress management,
proper diets and healthy sleep habits, among other concerns. However, with all of today’s focus on student wellness, JMU and other
universities may be overlooking basic life-saving training.
The American Red Cross estimates that 418,000 people die

Holly Warfield / the breeze

Students would be exposed to events like End Hunger Now, above, if service hours were a graduation requirement.

There aren’t really any overwhelming downsides, either. In classic college student fashion, let’s say half of the population puts it off
until spring of senior year. Then there is a rush of thousands trying to
do community service. Are you really going to call this a bad thing?
A mass amount of college kids trying to help Harrisonburg? How
horrific. So terrible. Make it stop. It hurts my eyes.
This has the potential to get rid of the “JMU bubble” stigma as
well. This university has the chance to place us with those colleges
that are one and the same with their communities. There could be
no more hateful dichotomy of “perfect JMU” and “the meth capital” named Harrisonburg. We wouldn’t have to refer to the Dayton
Walmart as “townie Walmart” or say, “Don’t go to the townie bars.”

I have learned that college is not
about doing whatever you can,
but rather about making a positive
impact on whatever you do, and
doing so with the people who
make a positive impact on you.
Most students don’t know just how much help Harrisonburg
actually needs. I absolutely hate to stereotype, but many of those
enrolled here come from a privileged background. They then continue this lifestyle by living in a $500/month luxury townhouse and
driving directly to campus each week, bypassing all of Rockingham
county without a glance. I have lived in the Shenandoah Valley my
entire life, and it pains me to think that thousands of teenagers are

annually in the U.S. from either sudden cardiac arrest or accidental injury. Many of these deaths would be preventable with
widespread first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and
automated external defibrillator (AED) training. Though some
jobs require first aid training, the Red Cross also says that most
of these deaths occur at home — for students in dorms and offcampus apartments.
In college, parties present additional dangers. Because the
party scene deliberately avoids police and other authority attention, students who encounter life-threatening situations in these
environments often do not have immediate access to medical help.
Even without the dangers parties introduce, students may run into
situations at home and in the classroom or workplace that require
knowledge of first aid. The good news is that first-aid training is
already well-established by organizations like the Red Cross and
can be integrated into a curriculum easily. Training is typically a
short-term process and can take place in less than a week. Most
Red Cross classes are even shorter — usually a day or less. Because
training can be conducted in such a short amount of time, 1787
August Orientation would be the ideal opportunity for training.
Some will rightly claim that orientation week is already too busy.
Between last-minute scheduling, diversity awareness activities and
student wellness programs like Dukes Step Up!, where is the time
to schedule first-aid training? An easy answer to this question is
to make use of a web-based module like the existing AlcoholEdu
program, which requires incoming freshmen to complete an online
training before arriving on campus. First-aid training is based largely on theory, which can be effectively taught online. Students could
then complete practical training during 1787 Orientation — one

flocking here to party through four years just for a piece of paper.
This is my home. This is the home of thousands in need.
Realistically, this isn’t going to be a change made in the next few
years. It is, however, something for JMU administration to think
about. And while many JMU students may be on the silver spoon
side of America, they are not stupid; otherwise they wouldn’t be
admitted here. They have the ability to truly make a difference here
in Harrisonburg, and this is the age where outlooks and values are
created as we become free-thinking adults. The lower-middle and
lower classes are often overlooked in the university setting, but
they’re as easy to find as walking a few blocks away from Devon
Lane.
Even if this idea (or any iteration of it) never gets put into effect,
there are outlets for student service right now. Organizations like
Kijiji, Alpha Phi Omega, Sigma Alpha Lambda and Gamma Sigma
Sigma are on the metaphorical front lines of service each and every
week, and I am in no way discounting their accomplishments with
this argument. Many social fraternities and sororities have required
hours as well, and have done beautiful things with their philanthropies. While St. Jude’s Childrens’ Hospitals or the Susan G. Komen
Foundation are legendary in their own right, service needs to be
localized as well. At the end of the day, JMU can’t be a community
itself without the community it surrounds.
Community service is usually required to get into college; why
isn’t it necessary to graduate? This university has the potential to
give students a chance to have multiple hours of service on their
resumes, learn to love doing so and skyrocket its reputation. Maybe
in a few years we will see an equal amount of “JMiloveU” and “Virginia is for Lovers.”
Corey Tierney is a junior media arts and design and writing,
rhetoric and technical communication double major.
Contact Corey at breezeopinion@gmail.com.

or two sessions taught by an instructor in which students would
practice first aid skills with appropriate equipment and instructor
feedback. Some students who have already earned certification
could be exempt from such a requirement, but a refresher can
never hurt.
First-aid training would not only benefit individuals, but would
aid in the creation of a prepared, educated student community as
a whole. JMU seeks to prepare students to be educated members
of society. Therefore, a key factor in this educational process is to
train students in life-saving skills. Students often refer to the “JMU
bubble,” in which everyone feels comfortable and safe. We feel that
JMU is somehow safer than the outside world, which leads to the
question — is campus really a safe place if most people don’t know
how to save a life? If mandatory first-aid training sounds like a lot
to ask, or if it seems unnecessary, think of loved ones. The morning
my father died of a heart attack, I knew what to do. The doctors told
me later that there was no way I could have kept him alive, but that
if he had had any chance at all, it would have been because of what
I did. If I hadn’t known how to perform CPR that morning, I would
still be wondering what might have happened if I had.
As members of the JMU community, we need to build our knowledge. Students come to JMU to invest in their education, so we
should try to make that education complete. Furthermore, mandatory first-aid, CPR and AED training isn’t only an investment in
our education: it’s an investment in lives.
Charlotte Walters
Class of 2015
Writing, rhetoric and technical communication major
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TOP Juicy J performs at JMU on Thursday. LEFT Sage the Gemini opens for the spring concert. RIGHT Students pack the Convocation Center to attend the Juicy J and Sage the Gemini concert hosted by UPB.

Juicy J makes ‘em dance
UPB’s spring concert brings Memphis-based rapper to the Convocation Center
By BREANNA GARRETT
The Breeze

Urban Dictionary, the Internet’s leading slang dictionary,
defines “turn up” as: “to let loose and have fun,” and JMU’s spring
concert this year was all about “turning up.”
On Thursday, the University Program Board held its annual spring
concert. This year’s lineup included rapper Sage the Gemini with
headliner Juicy J.
When UPB staff arrived on stage to introduce opening act, Sage
the Gemini, the crowd’s excitement was at an all-time high.
“I’m most excited to ‘turn up’ because that’s why we’re all in here
and I’m really excited to see Juicy J,” Joshua Jenkins, a junior music
industry major, said before the concert.
While many students similar to Jenkins looked forward to seeing
Juicy J, Sage the Gemini received an equal amount of recognition.
Along with his smash hits “Red Nose” and “Gas Pedal,” Sage the
Gemini performed other songs from his album “Remember Me.”
After being two hours late to his sound check, Sage the Gemini and his DJ had a few problems with sound during his opening
set. He took a picture with the entire crowd raising their hands and
cheering, and posted the picture on his Instagram with the caption,
“Sorry for the technical difficulties. You guys loved me anyway and
for that I love you to[o,] I will be back I promise.”

After enjoying the California native’s performance, the audience spent intermission preparing for the act they had all been
waiting for.
“I’m looking for a lot of energy. I know Juicy J and his music
brings out a lot of energy. So I’m just looking to ‘turn up.’” Wyatt
Johnson, a senior sports management major, said while waiting
for Juicy J to take the stage.

“I expected a fun and wild concert! I don’t
know a ton of Juicy J songs, but I knew
it would be a good time regardless.”
Emily Hudson

Junior writing, rhetoric, and technical
communications major

The audience gave security a run for their money with all
of their “turn up” talk. By the end of the night there were two
reported medical assists for alcohol-related illness, two liquor

law violations and one reported drug arrest involving marijuana.
Waiting for the next performer, the audience began chanting
“Juicy J!” over and over until the lights went dim. Then, the crowd
went wild.
Some concert goers wore their “We Trippy Mane” shirts to show
their support for the headliner. The first thing the Memphis rapper,
songwriter and producer performed when he took the stage was
“Stop It.” Even with the rapper unashamedly flaunting his love for
smoking and drinking, the crowd continued to show him nothing
but admiration.
“I expected a fun and wild concert! I don’t know a ton of Juicy
J songs, but I knew it would be a good time regardless,” Emily
Hudson, a junior writing, rhetoric and technical communication major, said.
Juicy J performed hits from his most recent album “Stay Trippy,” and even performed Katy Perry’s number one single “Dark
Horse,” which he was featured in.
“I was so surprised that Juicy J did part of ‘Dark Horse’ at the
concert because it’s mostly Katy Perry’s song, so hearing that
song was by far the most exciting part for me,” Hudson said.
Now, students are wondering who UPB will bring for next
year’s concerts — and, will they have the capacity to “turn up?”
CONTACT Breanna Garrett at garretbd@dukes.jmu.edu.

Pirouetting pals

JMU students bond with young dancers and provide support
By GILLIAN DUKOFF
The Breeze

A bond between sisters is one of a kind; even if it’s not a bond
by blood.
Dance For Life began four years ago with a simple idea. JMU
alumnae Rachel Tack (’13) and Anna St. Ours (’12), and one of their
friends from R.I.S.E. Church, Stephie Broyles (’13), wanted to emulate R.I.S.E.’s program called Sister2Sister, which connects young
girls in kindergarten through the eighth grade with college-aged
women who serve as role models.
The girls involved in Sister2Sister at R.I.S.E. Church, a United Methodist faith community located on South Mason Street,
expressed interest in dance, so Tack, St. Ours, and Broyles decided they would give them free dance lessons on Saturday mornings.
In doing so, they began something that would touch the lives of
many young girls.
Dance For Life began in the spring of 2010 and meets every week
on Saturdays. This semester marks the ninth season of the program.
The money raised from the Dance for Life Harrisonburg fundraiser on gofundme.com will go toward renting a JMU van. The
van is used to pick up the girls from their homes in Harrisonburg,
bring them to the dance class and then bring them home. The van
costs $42 per weekend.
Recently, the volunteers set up a fundraiser through gofundme.
com, and the support has been pouring in. The group’s goal is $800
for van rental and other expenses of the program, and every day,
they get closer and closer to that goal.
Emily Iannotti, a junior dance and pre-occupational therapy
double major, is now heading the program.
“The van is where a lot of the bonding happens and without it,
almost none of the girls would be able to come to dance,” Iannotti
explained.
Pickup takes about 45 minutes. From there, the class is anywhere
from an hour to an hour and a half. Then, the girls are brought
home.
Previously, Dance For Life used the UREC group fitness studios
to teach the classes. However, when it became too costly, R.I.S.E.
was generous enough to open up their doors for free.
Currently, there are 12 girls from the Harrisonburg area who
attend dance lessons consistently. The 10 instructors for Dance
for Life are all dance majors.
All of the younger girls involved in Dance For Life live in Harrisonburg. Most of them attend Sister2Sister as well, which is how

most of them got involved with Dance For Life. However, the program has expanded by word-of-mouth to include girls who do not
participate in Sister2Sister.
Jasmine Shaw, a junior dance and business double major, heard
about Dance For Life from her fellow dance majors and loved the
community service aspect of the program.
Shaw’s favorite part of Dance For Life is that it allows her to connect with the girls she teaches on a more personal level.
“During snack, we circle up and each person talks about their
high and low moment for the week,” Shaw said. “I love this moment
because it gives us insight into their lives and how they truly feel.
It’s a very personal time and I believe the girls really enjoy it also.”
Currently, the lessons include all age groups, from kindergarten
to high school. Younger girls color or do activities with the volunteers who are best with children, while the rest of them dance with
the other volunteers.
Blake Nixon is one of the volunteers who works with the younger
girls. Nixon, a junior dance major, thought the program would be
a great opportunity to give back to the community.
“The girls just need someone to talk to and a friend. I just try my
best to be a positive influence on them,” Nixon said.
This semester, volunteers have been incorporating step into the
lessons. Hip-hop is one of the girls’ favorite dances to learn.
The culmination of the lessons comes at the end of the season
when the girls perform at one of R.I.S.E.’s church services.
“Seeing the girls get excited and sometimes nervous to perform
and then seeing how accomplished and loved they feel after they
perform is priceless. Every child deserves the opportunity to experience that joy,” Iannotti said.
The program provides them with a structure they may not otherwise be able to access.
“These girls need consistency in their lives, and I am blessed to
have such dedicated volunteers who give up their Saturday mornings to serve these beautiful and talented young ladies,” Iannotti
said.
Shaw feels that the girls gain a lot from Dance For Life.
“I think the girls learn to respect one another and how important
it is to work together. I also think it is important that the girls know
that we truly care about them,” Shaw said.
The program has raised $650 of its $800 goal to date. Iannotti
encourages anyone interested in volunteering to email her at
iannotea@dukes.jmu.edu.
CONTACT Gillian Dukoff at dukoffgm@dukes.jmu.edu.

TEDDY NELSON / THE BREEZE

Members of the Dance for Life teach young girls a new style of dance
called stepping. They volunteer their time to provide free lessons.
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Getting crafty

movie review

Harrisonburg holds its 4th annual Rocktown Beer & Music Festival

A mansion
of cliché
Camille Delamarre’s ‘Brick
Mansions,’ flunks in theaters

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

Paul Walker in the fourth “Fast and Furious.” Walker
starred as Damien Collier in “Brick Mansions.”
By TRAVIS BARBOUR
The Breeze

PHOTOS BY JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

TOP Ryan Fowler, Rahsaan “Wordslave” Eldridge and Alex Crean of The Kelly Bell Band perform Saturday. LEFT Attendees of the festival gather under
Turner Pavillion in downtown Harrisonburg to sample over 60 craft beers and enjoy live music. RIGHT The Kelly Bell Band’s own Kelly Bell performs.

The fate of our skies
JMU professor Paul Bogard’s book delves into the topic of light pollution
book review
By SAMANTHA BAARS
contributing writer

Paul Bogard’s debut book, “The End of Night: Searching for
Natural Darkness in an Age of Artificial Light,” takes a deeper
look at the meaning of light pollution and the value of a truly
dark night.
The book, published in July of last year, extends far beyond
the misconception that light pollution interferes only with
our ability to see the stars, and addresses more serious
ramifications such as the deterioration of our circadian
rhythms, or natural sleep cycles, links to cancers and loss of
wildlife.
“The End of Night:
Bogard is a creative
Searching for Natural nonfiction writing professor
at JMU. With a doctorate in
Darkness in an Age
literature and the environment
of Artificial Light”
from the University of NevadaReno and a longtime interest

in night, he is one of the first
By Paul Bogard
authors to tackle the subject
Little, Brown and
of light pollution. Before
Company
publishing his own book, he
Published July 9, 2013
edited “Let There Be Night:
Testimony on Behalf of the
Night,” an anthology in which he requested other writers to
draft essays about the importance of the night.
“The End of Night” begins with a narrative of the Luxor
Casino in Las Vegas, which has 39 brilliant lamps, each
six feet tall and three feet wide, “reflecting off mirrors and
marking, like a pushpin on the night map of the known world,
the brightest city on Earth.”
The Luxor’s beam is equal to the light of more than 40
billion candles. And from the brightest spot on the map,
Bogard goes on to spend the rest of his travels in North
America and Europe, the two brightest continents, looking for
a place light pollution has yet to reach.
In 2001, John Bortle created a scale to measure a night sky’s
amount of light pollution. Bortle ranks various levels of night
skies from nine to one, brightest to darkest. To no surprise,
Las Vegas tops the scale with a nine ranking.
However, in Bogard’s attempt to find a sky with a Bortle
class one ranking, the darkest night he finds is, spoiler alert,
a class two in California’s Death Valley — described as

“primitive darkness,” where
he sees “the dark land with
no light of its own, and
stars coming all the way to
the ground: the Big Dipper
setting, revolving into the
northern horizon, Orion
rising from the southeast
with Betelgeuse flashing
its red-orange cape in the
atmosphere.”
Though charming and
full of personal narrative,
the work is research-driven
and full of interviews and
quotations from people
who have plenty to say
COURTESY OF PAUL BOGARD
about light and dark —
lighting specialists, city officials, astronomers, night-shift
workers and many more. I admire Bogard’s journalistic
ability to create creative nonfiction that is both personal and
objective. “The End of Night” has a wonderful balance of
scenes and reflections, and is rich with powerful images.
Bogard explains the importance of sleeping in darkness
and the havoc that being exposed to artificial lights can
wreak on our bodies. Through interviews and personal
experience, he shows the ways in which working the night
shift takes a toll on a person’s circadian rhythm. Such
deviations from a circadian rhythm are being linked to breast
and prostate cancers. Unlike some works that have negative
environmental implications, the overall tone of “The End of
Night” is hopeful, and Bogard proposes possible solutions to
the problem we’re facing. He suggests that with new fixtures
that point lighting down instead of up into the sky, we would
be well on our way to finding natural darkness in an age of
artificial light.
Brilliant images of starry domains have readers tilting their
heads to their own night skies, wondering what we lose when
we lose the night. It’s an important book to read because
learning about light pollution is the first step to lessening it. I
would recommend it to anyone!
Samantha Baars is a junior media arts and design major.
Contact Samantha at baarssj@dukes.jmu.edu.

One of Paul Walker’s final films, “Brick
Mansions,” directed by Camille Delamarre,
hit theaters this weekend. Walker, who died
in a car accident last November, steps back
into a familiar role: the undercover cop.
Unfortunately, his performance is nothing but
a blasé cliché that begs the question, “why?”
The movie, as it
turns out, is a remake
“Brick
of French filmmaker
Mansions” Luc Besson’s 2004 film
“District 13” (not to be

confused with “District
PG-13 90 min.
Starring Paul Walker, 9”). Having never seen
the original, I can’t
David Belle, RZA,
comment on how it
Gouchy Boy
compares, but after
reading some reviews,
“Brick Mansions” seems to be virtually a
scene-by-scene remake, set in Detroit instead
of Paris.
Detective Damien Collier (Walker) is a pro at
his job: he infiltrates dangerous organizations
and takes out crime bosses. For years, he’s had
his eyes set on Tremaine Anderson, played by
RZA of Wutang Clan.
Tremaine rules over the Brick Mansions,
a destitute slum in Detroit forgotten by the
upper class and sealed off with a concrete wall
and special forces squadrons positioned at
every entrance and exit. Tremaine commands
what seems like an army of incompetent thugs,
all armed with multiple guns and thousands
upon thousands of rounds of ammunition.
Despite their virtually never-ending numbers,
these ruthless thugs can’t seem to hit the
broadside of … well … anything.
Collier, who apparently has a bone to pick
with Tremaine after it’s discovered that he
murdered his father, is paired with a freerunner vigilante-ish resident, Lino (David
Belle, a parkour founder and star of the
original film), a man from within the walls
of the slum who attempts to stop Tremaine’s
gang from smuggling and selling drugs.
Together, their mission is to infiltrate the
crime boss’s territory to retrieve and disarm a
stolen neutron bomb before it blows the Brick
Mansions and all who inhabit it sky-high, but
something smells fishy. From the very start,
we see a group of upper-class executives,
including the mayor of Detroit, planning a
new and better city where Brick Mansions
currently stands. Hm … so how do a bunch of
petty criminals happen to run upon and steal
a neutron bomb? What’s that I hear? Oh yeah,
it’s the familiar sound of predictability.
Along with the predictable nature of the
plot, the writing in general is horrendous.
Perhaps this is due to the translation of
the original script from French to English,
but either way, it was cringe-worthy. The
murderous thugs and gangsters’ one-liners,
meant to be threatening, sounded like a sad
attempt to make authentic dialogue suitable
for children. Unfortunately, Walker and Belle’s
lines were just as bad, if not worse.
RZA is a fun choice for the villain and is the
only one in the film who is actually believable,
but even he suffers from the terrible writing.
For instance, in one scene, Tremaine threatens
to kill millions of people because “cash rules
everything around me” (an admittedly funny
nod to his rap group); but merely minutes
later he does a 180, and in the blink of an eye,
he becomes a compassionate, justice-seeking
good-guy. What?!
Now that I’ve discussed what a terrible film
this is, I guess I should touch on a few of its
strengths. Don’t worry, it’ll be brief.
Given that “Brick Mansions” is an action
film, you can expect superfluous fighting, highspeed car chases, impressive parkour stunts
performed by Belle and even a cat fight (which
was probably the most entertaining fight of the
film). So if you’re into that kind of stuff and can
ignore the other atrocities, then I say go for it.
However, with editing that looks like a
drug trip that fails to simulate intensity, I was
exhausted and ready to get the hell out of the
theater by the time it was over.
Travis Barbour is a senior media arts and
design major. Contact him at barboutw@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Sports

Spanky gets No. 500

Head baseball coach Spanky McFarland picked up his 500th JMU
win Sunday, beating Towson 3-2 in 11 innings.
For more, see Thursday’s issues of The Breeze.
Monday, April 28, 2014  
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Finley the finisher
Junior attacker leading Dukes on the way to CAA tournament

Megan Trindell / The Breeze

TOP Stephanie Finley picked up lacrosse from her older sister. BOTTOM Finley battles a Hofstra defender during the regular season finale at University Par, on April 20, a game JMU won 17-7.
By Kathaleen Maniatakis
The Breeze

Last weekend, one of the most challenging regular-season schedules in the nation came to a close as the JMU
women’s lacrosse team brought home a pair of wins against
conference foes Drexel University and Hofstra University.
Junior attacker Stephanie Finley earned the Colonial
Athletic Association Player of the Week Honor for the second time this year after assisting the Dukes in both wins,
with eight draw controls, five goals and one assist.
“She is exciting to watch and is a force to be reckoned
with,” head coach Shelley Klaes-Bawcombe said.
The addition of those eight draw controls cemented
Finley’s name into JMU history. She now totals 57 draw
controls, setting a new single-season record and beating
the previous all-time high of 55, which was shared by two
others.
“I couldn’t have done it without my teammates,” Finley
said. “I’ve just been working to do what I have to do in order
to get the draw for us.”
In women’s lacrosse, a draw is when one member from
each team stands facing each other with the back of their
lacrosse heads pressed up against each other’s. The referee then places the ball in between the two stick heads;
when the referee blows the whistle the players lift and pull
their sticks over their heads, sending the ball into the air
or onto the ground.
Not only has Finley mastered this skill, but she also leads
the Dukes in goals and points. She’s found the back of the
net 39 times and has accumulated a total of 54 points.
However, no achievement like that is done overnight.
It all began about nine years ago, when Finley would toss

matt schmachtenberg / the breeze

Blair Rosen / the breeze

see Finley, page 12

Football

Gone for good

softball | Perfect senior send off

QB Birdsong taking his talents to Marshall
By Wayne Epps jr.
The Breeze

Former JMU junior quarterback Michael Birdsong officially has a new
home.
Less than two weeks after announcing his plans to transfer from JMU
on April 14, Birdsong made the decision Saturday to accept Marshall
University’s full scholarship offer and join the Thundering Herd in Huntington, W.Va. He will leave JMU at the end of the spring semester.
Marshall, which plays in Division 1-A Conference USA, appears to
have its quarterback situation set for this season while Birdsong will sit
out under NCAA transfer rules. Senior starting quarterback Rakeem Cato,
a potential Heisman Trophy candidate, is back after passing for 3,916
yards, 39 touchdowns and nine interceptions in 2013.
But Birdsong will likely compete for the starting job next year. Behind
Cato at quarterback on Marshall’s roster right now is freshman Cole
Garvin, redshirt freshman Kevin Anderson and redshirt sophomore Gunnar Holcombe — none of have gotten any time. Through spring practice,
the Herd still don’t have a backup quarterback in place.
Birdsong made the decision to transfer after finding that JMU’s new
offense, which appears to be a base-spread look, wasn’t particularly suited for his skillset as a pocket passer. Redshirt junior Vad Lee, a January
transfer from Georgia Tech, will take over the starting job for JMU this
season.
“Vad’s skillset fits this offense more than mine,” Birdsong said on
Wednesday. “Once I started to play that stuff out, I kind of got it that it’s
time for me to go.”
Birdsong started all 12 games for JMU last season, setting JMU individual single-season records for passing yards (2,728), passing touchdowns
(22), but also interceptions (15). He wasn’t available for comment before
press time.

Holly Warfield / the breeze

Pitcher Jailyn Ford celebrates at home plate with senior shortstop Caitlin Sandy. The Dukes are on a nine-game win streak.
from front

holding Delaware scoreless in the inning by forcing a double play.
The Dukes entered the bottom of the seventh in a tworun hole, down 6-4. After two Dukes batters were hit by
pitch and one walk, JMU found itself with the bases loaded
with only one out. JMU tied the game after two RBI singles
by senior Sandy, and freshman Taylor Newton, guaranteeing that at least extra innings would be played. However, the
Dukes and senior Cassidy Clayton wouldn’t settle for that,
and Clayton drove in the winning run from third, erupting
the large crowd in attendance.
“It’s something that I will never forget,” Clayton said,
describing the come from behind win on Senior Day. “At the
plate I kept repeating in my head ‘be a leader, be a leader.’
This is my family and I wanted to do what I could.”

“I would not have wanted it to be any other way,” Sandy
said, also describing the win on Senior Day.
The win on Sunday also extends the Dukes’ win streak
to nine games as they have a little over a week left until
postseason.
“This is when we are supposed to be playing our best
ball,” Dean said.
On Wednesday, the Dukes will face East Carolina University in a double header at Veterans Memorial Park, marking
their last regular season home action of the season. Next
weekend, JMU will head to University of North Carolina
Wilmington for their last regular season conference series.
The Colonial Athletic Association Championship begins the
following week on May 7.
contact Richard Bozeck at
bozeckrj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Photos by Katie Carter / Contributing photographer

TOP Sophomore goalie Trevor Lomax (44) celebrates one of JMU’s goals. BOTTOM LEFT Sophomore goalie Pat Farrell contends with a Duke attacker. BOTTOM RIGHT Senior defender Zach Clemens chases down the ball.

JMU dominates Duke in playoffs
On Saturday night, the JMU men’s club lacrosse team hosted the Duke University Blue Devils for a National
College Lacrosse League Championship round of 16 match-up. The Dukes got off to a hot start by scoring
two quick goals, one by senior club president and attackman Rob Spelman and the other by junior midfielder
Jordan Jurgaitis. The Blue Devils defense had no answer for JMU’s high-powered offense, as the Dukes would
close out the first half with a commanding 10-0 lead. JMU’s defense and goalie play was stifling as they didn’t
allow the Blue Devils to get on the scoreboard until the end of the third quarter. When it was all said and done,
a sloppy and tired Duke team couldn’t keep up with the No. 5-ranked JMU Dukes, who won 13-3.

Surprise | ‘It feels great to be able to do something like that’
from front

The friends met up at later women’s basketball games, and Powell even had the Dandridges over for dinner in mid-March.
“He is very, very shy in general,” Powell said of MJ. “But it was
very exciting to watch him light up when the women were playing. And he finally kind of started to come out of his shell by the
time that it was senior’s night for Kirby and Nikki [Newman]. And
it was just awesome, because I was just sitting next to MJ, and he’s
like jumping up and down and yelling and screaming when they’re
showing Kirby and honoring her.”
MJ, who has a learning disability, participates in both track and
Challenger Little League Baseball in Bridgewater. In track, he runs
the 100-meter dash for Wilbur Pence Middle School — which happens to be the same middle school that Burkholder attended.
It’s MJ’s second season of track and 10th season of baseball, but
he says track is his favorite. He’s been a JMU women’s basketball
fan since he was in elementary school and, no surprise, his favorite player is Burkholder because of her shooting prowess. He says
his favorite part of going to games is cheering for the team, eating
popcorn and holding up the three-point signs when Burkholder
and others hit from deep.
A couple of weeks ago, Powell saw Burkholder on campus and
took a chance. She went up to her and asked her to autograph a
piece of paper for MJ, explaining how big of a fan he was. Burkholder asked if there was anything else she could do, and offered
to meet MJ.
“I think it’s cute that he is just a big fan of our program, of me,
and I wanted to help out,” Burkholder said.
Powell mentioned the track meet, and she and Burkholder
exchanged information — Powell asked Milton about the possibility of Burkholder coming to MJ’s meet as a surprise, and it was
set up.
Tuesday, Powell and Burkholder showed up to deliver the
surprise.
“Obviously, there was no need for introductions or anything,”
Powell said.
Burkholder gave the awestruck MJ a hug and wished him luck
in his race. It was a mutually beneficial experience.
“It feels great to be able to do something like that,” Burkholder
said. “I like to do that type of stuff, I like to give back and be able to
meet people. He thinks it made his day, but it really makes my day
too to be able to make a kid’s day. And make him happy.”
Though it wasn’t a surprise for them, the act definitely made a
mark on MJ’s parents as well.

Courtesy of Samantha Powell

From left to right, Milton Dandridge Sr. (MJ’s father), MJ, Rita Dandridge (MJ’s mother) and Kirby Burkholder at MJ’s track meet Tuesday.

“I thank God for Kirby for taking time out of her busy schedule
to come along to visit,” Milton said. “To visit MJ, and to talk to MJ
and watch MJ run … Once again, thanks a million to Samantha and
thanks a million to Kirby as well.”
Burkholder is off to the Washington Mystics training camp now
— it officially starts today — but the relationship between Powell
and the Dandridges seems as though it will continue to blossom.
“With my family, and Samantha, it’s like each time we all meet,
it’s like our friendship just gets closer and closer,” Milton said. “We

just enjoy each other’s company. We all have a blast, we all have a
great time with each other. Our friendship with Samantha has really
grown, and has really been a blessing to us.”
MJ, who is an aspiring teacher, will go to high school next school
year. But the older he gets, he surely will never forget the day a dream
came true. But what will he remember most?
“That working hard is good and never give up,” he said.
Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at breezesports@gmail.com.

Finley | Has career interest in lacrosse after college if possible
from page 11

the lacrosse ball around with her older sister in the backyard
of their home in Media, Pa. Her sister was the first to pick up a
lacrosse stick and invited the sport into the Finley household.
As Finley grew older, she played under the tutelage of her
father, who was the coach at the Country Day School of Sacred
Heart in Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Her passion granted her multiple opportunities to play at the
collegiate level, at schools such as Hofstra and the University of
Pennsylvania. But after countless college visits and offers, Finley
set her sights on JMU — a match made in Harrisonburg.
“Once I walked onto campus, got a tour and met the team, I
turned to my parents and said ‘This is where I want to go,’” Finley
said. “Coach Shelley [Klaes-Bawcombe] was honest and direct,
the players were so welcoming and the university has a very good
academic reputation.”
Aside from Finley’s performance on the field, the bond that
she and her teammates share off the field is something special.

She and fellow junior midfielder Ali Curwin adorn their ponytails every game with big, bright purple-and-gold bows. This
accessory signifies The Secret Bow Society — a JMU lacrosse
tradition that is handed down from player to player.
Despite working on opposite ends of the field, Finley and
junior defender Lexi Cross write one another’s jersey numbers
on their wrists for every game. It’s a constant reminder of the
sisterhood and trust each player has in each other.
“She [Finley] is an amazing teammate and wants everyone
on our team to be the best player they can be,” sophomore midfielder Alex Revel said.
Finley has made her mark on the JMU lacrosse program, but
the relationship has been reciprocal.
“I have learned the importance of teamwork both on and off
the field,” Finley said. “The way we connect and bond to form a
single, relentless unit on the field is unparalleled, and the friendships I have made are bonds that will last me a lifetime.”
After college, Finley’s ultimate goal is to continue to pursue her

passion for lacrosse in some way. She also is contemplating a career
in her major, hospitality management. As for now, all of her focus
remains on this weekend’s CAA Championships.
“I’m excited,” Finley said. “We just have to come out to practice every day: hard, competitive and keep that competition going.”
By the time the tournament starts, the Dukes (10-6, 4-1 CAA) will
be coming off of an almost two-week break. They’re going to need
to keep the momentum alive from the regular season and carry that
into postseason play.
“The freshness and intensity that we have as a program right now
shows our focus and our discipline in what we want to go after:
bringing the Championship back home to JMU,” Klaes-Bawcombe
said.
The No. 2-seeded Dukes will face the third-seeded University of Delaware in the CAA Championship
semifinals at the College of William & Mary on Friday, May 2.
Contact Kathaleen Maniatakis
at maniatkr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Classifieds

Live & Work on the
Beach! Make over 10k and
have the Summer of your
life. Apply today @ www.
MyTelescopePictures.com
(Sleepy, Unmotivated, or
Minimum Wage preferring
students need not apply)
PEAK PAINTBALL is now
accepting
applications for managers, staff
and field referees. Please
apply in person Sat April
19th and 26th 11-5pm. 55
Mcgahey lane Rt 33 West.
Marketing work. pays
$500. 240.388.5507
Summer
“”Nanny””...
help out with 3 kids (G13-B13B14) daytime. Fun job if you
enjoy kids. Call or text 540820-5730
Positions Infant caregiver needed, up to 30-35
hrs/week4/28-6/5. Experience helpful. Education and
nursing students preferred.
Please call 757-813-9621

Room available ASAP
in Stone Gate, email graeffat@dukes.jmu.edu for details!
Massanutten
home
for rent. Contact Mountain Valley Mangement/
Steve Stein
3 bedroom house for rent
Devon Lane. 1min to Campus! 240-388-5507
SUMMER14 SUBLET 1BEDROOM 328 Old S High Street
$250 foggjj@dukes.jmu.edu
Clean, quiet female
roommate wanted to share
3 bdrm house
Devonshire
Village
Townhomes! Walk/bike to
campus. Available 20142015. 410-370-5822
ASPENHEIGHTS
ROOM
FOR SUBLET: $549mo ne
nejatax@dukes.jmu.edu for
more info

L’ltalia
RESTAURANT & BAR

Open 29 years

Summer’14 early as May.
1BR1BA North 38 $475/mo.
contact
richa3jm@dukes.
jmu.edu
L’ talia

Reputation
Management Your Online and
ReputationMatters.
888.737.8922

Mobile

Online Backup - Easy
Secure Automatic for your
files 888.737-8922
Shades of Shay Airbrush Tanning Discounts for
JMU! Facebook: ShadesofShayTanning 410-571-4571
DOG-OWNERS!Happy
Hounds Doggie Daycare now
open. 540-560-8530 www.
happyhoundcompound.com
HUGE Graduation Yard
Sale, THIS Saturday 8am,
281 Newman Avenue
EXTREME ENERGY! Try
Purple Tiger Gone Wild!
Call,text 1-540-280-5458

Selner t500 tenor
saxsphone excellent condition $ 900.00 540-8205959
violin, viola, cello.
Bows and strings. 540-8422444

SPRING’15 SUBLET NEEDED for UNIVERSITY FIELDS
$350/mo. interested? email
dejanags@dukes.jmu.edu
Furnished
Efficiency,Dayton,$600
month/month,utilities
included, 540-246-1290
renovated
3bd3ba
farmhouse for rent W
Bruce St $1450 301-8488929
renovated
3bd3ba
farmhouse for rent W
Bruce St $1450 301-8488929
4 bdr Townhouse near
JMU for sale. Nice. Call 5782901
Camden Townes 4 bedroom $800 rent/$800
security deposit 578-2901

(across from Sheetz)

Three DiLonghi elec.
space heaters. Exel.
cond. $25.00 ea. 833-2610.
For Sale: Polished Pine
Living Room Suite, $150.00,
383-8518
2008.5 Mazadaspeed3
GT 71,000, Red, performance
modifications,
$13,500, 540-249-2499

Come join us on Saturday, May 3rd
for a seminar hosted by
Rev. Dr. Art Lindsley formerly of C.S. Lewis Institute

-C.S. Lewis, Obstacles to Faith-If There is a God, Why Evil?Seating is limited.
Reservations are required to assure your seat.
Please go to www.epcelkton.org
to make your reservation.
$10 per person, $ 15 per couple
Check/Cash paid at registration

815 E. Market St.

Registration @ 8:30 am
Program @ 9:00 am – Noon
Evangelical Presbyterian Church
2580 Panorama Drive, Elkton
540-298-2120

540.433.0961
www.litalia-restaurant.com
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CONGRATULATIONS

Class of 2014!
from

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

“Be aware that even before you have reached your ultimate
professional destination, if you always strive for excellence, you can and should
have a substantial impact on the world in which you live."
– Justice Sandra Day O’Connor

Aspire to be a Double Duke?
www.jmu.edu/grad

